a88            GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
But what is the revolutionary element in all this?
It is essential to draw a distinction between Hitler's own
highly individual technique, developed and applied by him
alone and consequently inimitable, and the actual guiding
principle of these tactics, revolutionary and destructive.  The
personal element, which has rightly established his claim to
leadership in the parly, and which has made him the teacher of
all his paladins, is his infinite dexterity and elasticity and his
readiness at any moment to bring a sort of medium's gift into
touch with the elements of a problem and to interpret them.
Personal  also is  the iron resolution,  the  ruthlessness and
harshness, wrung from a nature inclined to slackness and in
need of quiet for contemplation, and accordingly liable to be
carried to excess.  The gift Hitler unquestionably possesses of
waiting for the right moment, a gift which has been mis-
interpreted as irresolution and passivity, is only the expression
of his inability to come to a decision until an inner voice speaks
to him on his problems, and he has the sense that the right
moment has arrived. He has the two contrasting qualities of a
supreme capacity for cool calculation and the irrational gift of
intuition. He has the revolutionary temperament. At any time
when he is without all this his technique is unfruitful, and he
makes mistakes. It is always opposition, an enemy, that awakes
these qualities. This arouses his sense of superiority, on which
he is dependent, his confidence in his giant's power over the
"dwarfs" around him.   Thus he is nothing without his op-
ponents, his bfaes noires, the democracies, the "respectable"
people, quiet and orderly but comfort-seeking and irresolute.
It is these elements that made him. Anyone who has seen how
Hitler will almost deliberately grow heated over some small
issue in conversation, will raise his voice and begin to gesticulate
excessively, so raising himself out of a lethargic dullness in
order to say something; how he will grow indignant or rapturous
in the effort to fight his way out of mental shackles, will realize